
Paper Cardboard 
Boxes

Metal Cans Plastic Bottles 
& Jugs

Yes No
ALWAYS recycle these things: NEVER recycle these things:

Food

Greasy Pizza  
Boxes

Paper Clips

Toys

Juice Boxes Plastic Bags Clothes  
& Shoes

Dirty Napkins 
& Tissues

Art Supplies
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Some things can’t be 
recycled in your bin 
at home, but they can 
be recycled or reused 
with proper handling:

Plastic Bags
Plastic bags can often be taken to the 
supermarket to be recycled with their 
specialized equipment. Ask your local 
grocery store manager for more details. 

Batteries & More
Batteries, electronics and light bulbs cannot  
go into your recycling bin and require special 
handling. Check local programs for disposal 
options.

Clothing, Shoes & Toys
While these items can’t be recycled, they can  
be reused. Consider donating them to your  
local thrift store where they can be loved 
again by someone new!

Food Waste
Contact your local municipality to see if  
they have a composting program. If not,  
you can learn about creating your own 
compost online. 

Pizza Boxes
If you pull the greasy bottom apart from 
the clean top, you can recycle that top – 
and trash the rest!

Before you toss your recyclables in the bin, 
remember these simple tips:  

Make sure your 
recyclables are empty, 

clean, and dry.

Never bag or bundle  
your recyclables.

FOR PARENTS

Contact your local recycling program to learn more about specific recyclables and non-recyclables in your city.


