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Discuss the video with your child. Here are some ideas for discussion 
questions. You may also want to use the Recycling Simplified (Grades 
PreK–5) handout included in the Bonus Learning Resources for ideas. The 
first page of the handout shows things that can and cannot be recycled, 
and the second page contains additional tips for you on ways to recycle or 
reuse common things around the home.

Why do you think we  
recycle things? 
Examples: Recycling means less garbage. It keeps 
our air and water cleaner. It helps people and animals 
stay healthy.

What kinds of things  
can we recycle? 
Answer: Paper, cardboard boxes, metal cans,  
and plastic bottles and jugs

Could you help me with 
recycling to make sure I  
am recycling correctly?

Do you remember the 3 steps 
to recycling the right way? 
Let’s go over them together. You and your child 
can use any wording that communicates the 3 basic 
steps: (1) Know what kinds of things can and can’t be 
recycled. (2) Make sure your recyclables are empty, 
clean, and dry. (3) Put recyclables in the container 
loose, not in plastic bags. 

Recycling Simplified is brought to you by Republic Services®, Inc. We’re working hard every day, without fail, to preserve and protect our earth; 
to develop and implement our BLUE PLANET® sustainable solutions — not just for today, but for generations to come. We Work For Earth®.
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